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We acknowledge the Wurundjeri people as the traditional custodians of the land upon which our school stands

Dear Families, 

It is incredible how quickly our lives can be turned upside 

down and how a happy, settled and productive start to 

the term can turn in just 24 hours.  Schools were given no 

advanced notice of Lockdown 5.0;  in fact we were 

waiting for the announcement at 4.45pm on Thursday by 

the Premier, well after the students had gone home for 

the day; probably the same announcement that most of 

Victoria was waiting for and listening to.  

Clearer details of Lockdown 5.0 came through from 

CECV at 6pm.  Fortunately, our teachers were prepared 

for such an eventuality and had their three day COVID 

Remote Learning packs ready to go.  Thanks also to the 

stream of parents who came to the Parish Hall on 

Monday to collect student tubs and devices in 

preparation for online Remote Learning on Tuesday. As a 

school we would obviously like to begin these online 

lessons sooner, however the logistics of getting 300 tubs 

and devices from the classrooms to the Parish Hall 

(thanks teachers and LSOs) and then for parents to 

come and pick these up simply takes time and logistics. 
https://www.theage.com.au/politics/victoria/schools-race-to-resume-

remote-learning-with-just-a-few-hours-notice-20210715-p58a5q.html 

We had to also disappointingly postpone our SFX Disco 

on Friday night.  We are keen to schedule this on a 

Friday night in the next few weeks as the SFX Parents 

Association has put so much work into this event. 
 

The SFX Montmorency® school community are people of 

faith, hope and prayer. Let us continue to be positive 

and supportive of one another.  These are deeply 

unsettling times for all families and teaching staff.  There 

would not be one person in our community that would 

not be troubled by what is happening in our State, by 

the loss of employment, by having to teach children at 

home, by students missing their friends and school 

routines. But it is by staying ‘together’ that we will get 

through this because 

“Together we can and WILL achieve anything” 
And whilst we have been so careful at SFX with QR 

codes and hand sanitising so far, this new DELTA strain is 

a different beast.  With so many students, teachers and 

schools now being impacted by this DELTA strain….with 

so many younger people ending up in hospital….with 

the virus being so much more transmissible amongst 

children….with whole schools being closed for 14 days if 

they are declared a Tier 1 site…. things will look different 

when the children return to school after this lockdown.  

Let us wait for the latest directives and advice of how we 

will best keep safe. 

SEESAW PORTFOLIOS 

At SFX, our teachers often reflect on their  

teaching and what they do so that they  

can continually improve student learning  

and engagement.  Seesaw is one of the 

 ways parents/guardians are kept informed of their 

child's learning.  We would appreciate parent/guardian 

feedback on the work that has been uploaded to 

Seesaw in Semester One.  Please complete the 

attached survey by Friday 23rd July. 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/18IKomyfuCuHqvBU4a2Nk1LJRWtGk

GRx3IANySoWuXWY/edit 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SCHOOL MUSICAL 2021 – ROCK BOTTOM 

Rehearsals are well underway for our Term 3 spectacular 

‘Rock Bottom’ that will involve all students from Prep to 

Year 6 on stage at the Loyola College Theatre on  

12th & 13 August at 7pm.  

All SFX students will be expected to be present for both 

nights, regardless of any other commitments you may 

have. Under the current COVID directives, all theatres 

are now closed and we are working through different 

possibilities if we cannot have an audience (partial or full 

capacity) on these nights. 

Our obvious hope is that luck will swing our way and we 

will be back at full capacity by mid-August. Many 

thousands of dollars have already been spent on 

costumes, props and staging. As you can imagine the 

main cost of the evening is hire of the theatre.  However 

the old stage adage is “The Show Must Go on” and we 

are so determined not to disappoint the students and 

teachers who have put their heart and soul into the 

show. As a consequence, we will need to delay ticketing 

for the event so that the COVID landscape is clear.  

Parents will be given notice of when seats to our School 

Musical go on sale. 

A decision to go ahead or postpone the show will be 

made next week and this information will be published to 

the whole community at the one time and will be based 

on theatre capacity (i.e. how many tickets we can sell – 

we do not want any family missing out) and the 

directives about how many children will be allowed to 

assemble in the one place (i.e. density limits). 
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YEAR 3- 4 SCHOOL CAMP - CANCELLED 

Due to the extended Lockdown 5.0 announced on 

Tuesday we have sadly had to cancel our Year 3-4 

Camp for 2021.  We have tried to source other dates 

from the Oasis Camp and due to multiple Lockdowns 

and limits on the amounts of students they can 

accommodate due to density requirements and 

sanitizing between each school group, the camp (and 

many others) are fully booked.  I know this will be of 

great disappointment to the Year 3-4 students and 

teachers. 

First Eucharist 2021 

Dear Parents and Guardians, 
Unfortunately due to COVID restrictions our Sacrament of 

First Eucharist program has been affected for the families 

whose son/daughter’s celebration was scheduled during 

periods of lockdown or restrictions to numbers gathering 

in the Church.  We would just like to thank everyone for 

their patience under these circumstances. We are totally 

under the control and advice of the health authorities 

with regard to this active coronavirus.  If you are a family 

whose scheduled time has or will be affected due to 

COVID-19 restrictions at present or in the future please 

email the Parish office (eltham@cam.org.au) to 

reschedule another Mass time. 

In the meantime, in response to the request of families 

some reminders for the day of your child’s First Eucharist 

are: 

 Arrive at least 20 minutes prior to the 

commencement of your Mass time.   

 Find a seat up the front of the Church. Meet the 

priest, calm your child’s nerves 

 Remind the priest if your child needs a gluten free 

host or if there are any special needs 

Your child will be directed by the Priest when it is time for 

their First Eucharist. The child will stand before the Priest 

with their left hand over their right hand.  

The Priest will say, “The Body of Christ”.  

Your child will respond with, “Amen”. 

Remember your child needs to wear a stole. Should you 

require a contact for the purchase of or embroidery of 

stoles we can recommend Kembroid 
https://www.kembroid.com.au/product-category/stoles/ 

We look forward to continuing working with and 

supporting you as you lead your child more fully into their 

faith journey in our parish community.  Many thanks for 

your continued support and commitment to the faith 

development of your child.  

Warm regards, 

 

Michael F. Sierakowski                   Kathy Toomey                                                                      
Moderator                            Education in Faith Leader/School Counsellor 

TERM 3  2021 SCHOOL CALENDAR 

26th July – Year 3 Day Camp – Mt. Evelyn-CANCELLED 

26th/27th July – Year 4 School Camp – Mt. Evelyn - 

CANCELLED 

3rd August–Sacrament of Confirmation Parent Info Night 

@ SFX @ 7pm  

4th August – Sacrament of Confirmation Parent Info Night 

@ OLHC @ 7pm 

5th August – School Closure Day – School Review 

6th August – School Closure Day – Maths PD with Rob 

Vingerhoets 

10th August – Parents Association Meeting 

12th /13th August – School Musical “Rock Bottom” Loyola 

Theatre 

18th August – Parent Maths Night with Rob Vingerhoets 

23rd August – Book Week 2021 begins 

24th August- School Tour for Prospective Parents@ 

11.30am 

24th August – School Advisory Committee Meeting @ 

7pm 

27th August – Book Week Parade @ 9am 

27th August – Book Week Author visits Mark Carthew (P – 

2) & Felicia Arena (3 – 6) 

16th September-School Tour for Prospective Parents@ 11.30am 

17th September – Term 3 concludes at 1pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Lord, 

At this time of pandemic, 

Let us foster respect and solidarity with others, especially 

those who are weak or poor. 

Let us remain calm and ignore unsubstantiated rumours. 

Let us take advantage of living together as a family. 

Let us attend to moments of prayer. 

Let us cultivate responsibility, patience and hope. 

Amen.Prayer adapted from a radio message from Rodolfo 

Valenzuela Núñez, Bishop of La Verapaz, Guatemala 

https://www.kembroid.com.au/product-category/stoles/
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